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9 STEPPING INTO THE ROLE: Mac McConnedl portrays Simon Peter duaring the Feet

Lauderdala Christmias Pageant. Photes courbasy of s McConael]

ACTOR AND AUTHOR: McConnel
portrays St Paul in chairs. MoCormell's first
ﬁ:hmmw a Journey in

s now mvailable online,

IN CHARACTER: MoConinell portranys
Micedemnus neading the Torsh, fram the
bibhcal drama Mcodamus, MaConnell alss
Is writireg b0k about Nicodemas.

BIBLE TALES
(OME ALIVE

Author’s novels tell the stories of
real people in a five-book series.

BT Davin VioLE
SFECIALCORERESPONBENT

A Cnoper City sther explone what i wes B o e durisg
bibtical times i i first nowed, Forever Changed, A Journey in

Wiriting b5 & new direction for biliical sctor Mac McConnall.
Locally, he's best known for serving as the rarrstor of the Fort
Lauderdals Christmsee Pageant held anually at Fint Baptist
Church of Forl Laudendale.

“This book deseribes what would conpel s grod Jewio turs
i Esack oo ks Helborwr Jewrs and g0 iovweek for the Fomans aa
e collector,” said MeConnell, whe ks werkdeg on four more
oolks fo complee b seres he call The Jovemeps, “His mother
ddied early. And when Zacchaess decided tobecomea rabbi, his
menor, & femple priest, betrred him, Zacchaeus caght the
pciesi with @ hearfootamd this crushesd hisview of '

S, disiusioned by the Jewish fnith, Zncchaeus L]

o wrks o s fnther, & e ensllsctonr. Bt i Bvther s 3

and vt man aned Zacchaens was picked
it oy i s,

Thee ook il Zaacachaezs from boyhaond, when he was
devout iin bis practics of i Jewish fnith.

"1 il e g scvipts and drasroes sl b | abways
nunimmhm' said. "Wis important i
spresd the s aftha Gith withoul Beea
achon] lesson. When | began reading the Bitile e & noved, it
cama o B for me.”

e’y almeet firished his seoond book, Borra, the

mﬁmmmwm aheenin e
iE

ks nesar Bethlehem whven the angeds made the
nmgmwnm

Theroughiont his e, Bocma came dioss bo meeting leais,
Yieshuza,” bl alweys filled bo make contact for some fesson.
Whesbe weei o Jenuzsadem for Przssover in opes of mesting
Jewss, B e et be'd already been crudified.

Thi book will be publistod i the epring, Futere tries
include Heded, the Unsuspecting , Jnsenh, the
Linéxpeciid Father and Meodemus, o of Belef.

+ *“Like o plargs, thes boolks are first-person eyewiiness
acrrunts of people’s lives in first-cestury Judea, and how
people encouniered Jepas, “Yeshus™ McCoanel exid *Too
e e s Lk
we mvery are
Ew@'lhwﬁ heartaches, joys, failures, suocesses. or just

] '\

Sinee 1092, MeCoasell ke travelod sroud e country
ofering six biliical dramss. They are Forever Changed:
Micodermies; The Gospel According to Simon Peter; Lest
Wordsof 5t Paul: Joseph, the Linexpected Father, and
Three Foces ol Christmas.

*Thess plarys are-dramsas, nol recitaions of Seripters,*
MoConnell said MoCoanell became  biblical drsmatist in 1589
wbean he s i undershudy s Simon Peteris the Fort
Laaderdale Christras I 125, B e the full
e af Simon Peter, imviokves Earating e

In 1305, MieConnel] sold his busisees of 2| years, the Arthd
Framer Gallery, sed devoted his Bfe fill time to biblical draem.

Over the years, be's performed i chierches of 37 Christiae.
denmiations, and at youth dieneribesiers and other

vermes. “My purpose has b (hesreste the B
and make the biblizal e real and alive aedd to drase
peaphe choser o their faith,” MicCionnell mid



